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been shut into the town, discovering how few the
English were, reformed for attack. Some of
Drake's men began to lose heart. But in a
moment he stepped to the front and ordered
Oxenham to go round and smash in the Treasure
House gate while he held the Plaza himself.
Just as the men stepped off, however, he reeled
aside and fell. He had fainted from loss of blood
caused by a wound he had managed to conceal.
There was no holding the men now. They gave
him a cordial, after which he bound up his leg,
for he was a first-rate surgeon, and repeated his
orders as before. But there were a good many
wounded; and, with Drake no longer able to
lead, the rest all begged to go back. So back to
their boats they went, and over to the Bastimen-
tos or Victualling Islands, which contained the
gardens and poultry runs of the Nombre de Dios
citizens.

Here they were visited, under a flag of truce,
by the Spanish officer commanding the reinforce-
ment just sent across from Panama. He was all
politeness, airs, and graces, while trying to ferret
out the secret of their real strength. Drake,
however, was not to be outdone either in diplo-
macy or war; and a delightful little comedy of